WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

THERKALSEN


MAJOR THEMES IN GEOGRAPHY
POPULATION GEOGRAPHY:
1. Arithmetic density (population density):

2. Physiological density:

3. Crude Birth Rate (CBR):
4. Total Fertility Rate (TFR):

5. Crude Death Rate (CDR):

6. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR):

7. Life Expectancy (LE):

8. Rate of Natural Increase (RNI):

9. Dependency Ratio:
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Population Pyramids
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DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION THEORY
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[image: image7.png] Economic Indicators of the Ten Largest Countries

Table 1.3 . Social Indicators  and Status of Wome! nié!‘&é;ﬁn;’téyﬁéﬁlpbﬁmes‘ &

To.(al GNI GNl_par GNI per Average Annual Growth

County su.s. 20021 (#5.5. 2002) (o 2002 Teeozor
China 1,234.2 960 4,520 9.7

India 494.8 470 2,650 5.8

United States 10,207.0 35,400 36,110 33

Indonesia 149.9 710 3,070 36

Brazil 494.5 2,830 7,450 2.7

Pakistan 60.9 420 1,960 36

Russia 306.6 2,130 8,080 2.7

Bangladesh 51.1 380 1,770 49

Japan 4,323.8 34,010 27,380 13
‘Nig‘eria _ 39.5 300 800 24

Under Age 5 Percent Illiteracy
Life Expectancy Mortality (Ages 15
at Birth (per 1,000) and over) Female Labor
Force Participation

Country Male Female 1990 2002 Male Female (% of total, 2002)
China 69 72 49 38 5 13 45
India 63 64 123 90 30 52 32
United States 5 80 10 8 3 3 46
Indonesia 65 69 91 43 8 17 41
Brazil 65 3 60 37 14 13 35
Pakistan 63 65 138 101 40 70 29
Russia 80 72 21 21 [¢] 1 49
Bangladesh 62 63 144 3 46 9 42
Japan 18 85 6 5 1 1 a7
Nigeria 45 46 235 201 25 40 36.7

Source: The World Bank, World Development Indicators, 2004; CIA World Factbook, 2004.




RELIGION:
Christianity

FOUNDED: 

FOUNDER: 

MAJOR SCRIPTURE:. 
ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: 

SYNOPSIS 

The majority of Christians adhere to the Apostles' Creed: "I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into Hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended unto Heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost,...the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting." Most Christian faith revolves around the basic principles of this creed, but with important exceptions to its various beliefs. Christianity has an unswerving conviction that it is the only true religion, the only path to salvation. This engenders a missionary zeal, an urgency to evangelize around the world.

Stress is placed on acceptance of Jesus as God incarnate and Savior, on good conduct, compassion, service to mankind, faith and preparation for the Final Judgment. Only good Christians will be saved and accepted into heaven. Today over half of all Christians are black. Membership is diminishing in developed nations but increasing in undeveloped nations.

Islam
FOUNDED: 

FOUNDER: 

MAJOR SCRIPTURES:

ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: 

SYNOPSIS

Islam means "submission," surrender to the will of God, called Allah. Those who submit are called Muslims. Islam teaches absolute monotheism and Mohammed's primacy as God's last Prophet on Earth. Stress is on the brotherhood of believers, nondifference of religious and secular life, obedience to God's Law, abstinence from alcohol, good conduct and the limitation of all except Allah. Today Islam is the world's fastest-growing religion.

Islam is based upon five "pillars," or principal acts of faith to which every Muslim in the world adheres. These are: 

1) Faith in Allah:________________________________________________________

2) Praying five times daily: kneeling in the direction of Mecca, the holy city. 

3) Giving of alms: a share of each Muslim's income is given to support the mosque and the poor. 

4) Fasting:________________________________________________________________ 

5) Pilgrimage: the binding force of the peoples who have embraced Islam. At least once in life every believer, physically and materially able to do so, must go to Mecca, the holy city. They go dressed in simple, seamless white garments.


[image: image2]
Buddhism
FOUNDED: 
FOUNDER: 
MAJOR SCRIPTURES: 
ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: Buddhism today is divided into three main branches: Theravada or Hinayana (Sri Lanka, Thailand, Burma, Cambodia), Mahayana (China, Japan, Vietnam, Korea), and Vajrayana (Tibet, Mongolia and Japan). 

SYNOPSIS 

GOALS OF BUDDHISM

The primary goal of the Buddhists is nirvana, defined as the end of change, literally meaning "blowing out," as one blows out a candle. Theravada tradition describes the indescribable as "peace and tranquility." The Mahayana and Vajrayana traditions view it as "neither existence nor nonexistence," "emptiness and the unchanging essence of the Buddha" and "ultimate Reality." It is synonymous with release from the bonds of desire, ego, suffering and rebirth. Buddha never defined nirvana, except to say, "There is an unborn, an unoriginated, an unmade, an uncompounded," and it lies beyond the experiences of the senses. Nirvana is not a state of annihilation, but of peace and reality. As with Jainism, Buddhism has no creator God and thus no union with Him.

Life's goal is nirvana. Toward that end, Buddha's teachings are capsulized in the Four Noble Truths, chatvari arya satyani: 
1. THE TRUTH OF SUFFERING: Suffering, duhkha, is the central fact of life. Being born is pain, growing old is pain, sickness is pain, death is pain. Union with what we dislike is pain, separation from what we like is pain, not obtaining what we desire is pain. 

2. THE TRUTH OF THE ORIGIN (SAMUDaYA) OF SUFFERING: The cause of suffering is the desire (icchha), craving (tanha) or thirst (trishna) for sensual pleasures, for existence and experience, for worldly possessions and power. This craving binds one to the wheel of rebirth, samsara.

3. THE TRUTH OF THE CESSATION (NIRODHA) OF SUFFERING: 
4. THE TRUTH OF THE PATH (marga) TO ENDING SUFFERING: The means to the end of suffering is the Noble Eightfold Path (arya ashtanga marga), right belief, right thought, right speech, right action, right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness and right meditation.
Hinduism

FOUNDED: 

FOUNDER: 

MAJOR SCRIPTURES: 

ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: There are four main denominations: Saivism, Shaktism, Vaishnavism and Smartism.

SYNOPSIS

Hinduism is a vast and profound religion. It worships one Supreme Reality (called by many names) and teaches that all souls ultimately realize Truth. There is no eternal hell, no damnation. It accepts all genuine spiritual paths -- from pure monism ("God alone exists") to theistic dualism ("When shall I know His Grace?"). Each soul is free to find his own way, whether by devotion, austerity, meditation (yoga) or selfless service. Stress is placed on temple worship, scripture and the guru-disciple tradition. Festivals, pilgrimage, chanting of holy hymns and home worship are dynamic practices. Love, nonviolence, good conduct and the law of dharma define the Hindu path. Hinduism explains that the soul reincarnates until all karmas are resolved and God Realization is attained. The magnificent holy temples, the peaceful piety of the Hindu home, the subtle metaphysics and the science of yoga all play their part. Hinduism is a mystical religion, leading the devotee to personally experience the Truth within, finally reaching the pinnacle of consciousness where man and God are one. 

Sikhism

FOUNDED: Sikhism began about 500 years ago in the Lahore area of India's Punjab region which is now in Pakistan.

FOUNDER: Guru Nanak.

MAJOR SCRIPTURE: The Adi Granth, revered as the present guru of the faith.

ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: Besides the Khalsa, there are the Ram Raiyas in Uttar Pradesh and two groups that have living gurus -- Mandharis and Nirankaris.

SYNOPSIS 

The Muslims began their invasions of India some 1,200 years ago. As a result of Islam's struggle with Hindu religion and culture, leaders sought a reconciliation between the two faiths, a middle path that embraced both. Sikhism (from sikka, meaning "disciple") united Hindu bhakti and Sufi mysticism most successfully. Sikhism began as a peaceful religion and patiently bore much persecution from the Muslims, but with the tenth guru, Govind Singh, self-preservation forced a strong militarism aimed at protecting the faith and way of life against severe opposition. Sikhism stresses the importance of devotion, intense faith in the guru, the repetition of God's name (nam) as a means of salvation, opposition to the worship of idols, the brotherhood of all men and rejection of caste differences (though certain caste attitudes persist today). There have been no gurus in the main Sikh tradition since Guru Govind Singh, whose last instructions to followers were to honor and cherish the teachings of the ten gurus as embodied in the scripture, Adi Granth.
Taoism
FOUNDED: 
FOUNDER: Lao-tzu, whom Confucius described as a dragon riding the wind and clouds.

MAJOR SCRIPTURE: The Tao te Ching, or "Book of Reason and Virtue," is among the shortest of all scriptures, containing only 5,000 words. Also central are the sacred writings of Chuang-tsu.

ADHERENTS: 

BRANCHES: Taoism is a potently mystical tradition, so interpretations have been diverse and its branches are many.
SYNOPSIS 

The Tao, or Way, has never been put down in words; rather it is left for the seeker to discover within. Lao-tzu himself wrote, "The Tao that can be named is not the eternal Tao." Taoism is concerned with man's spiritual level of being, and in the Tao te Ching the awakened man is compared to bamboo: upright, simple and useful outside -- and hollow inside. Effulgent emptiness is the spirit of Tao, but no words will capture its spontaneity, its eternal newness. Adherents of the faith are taught to see the Tao everywhere, in all beings and in all things. Taoist shrines are the homes of divine beings who guide the religion, bless and protect worshipers. A uniquely Taoist concept is wu-wei, nonaction. This does not mean no action, but rather not exceeding spontaneous action that accords with needs as they naturally arise; not indulging in calculated action and not acting so as to exceed the very minimum required for effective results. If we keep still and listen to the inner promptings of the Tao, we shall act effortlessly, efficiently, hardly giving the matter a thought. We will be ourselves, as we are.

Confucianism

FOUNDED:.

FOUNDER: Supreme Sage K'ung-fu-tsu (Confucius) and Second Sage Meng-tzu (Mencius).

MAJOR SCRIPTURES: The Analects, Doctrine of the Mean, Great Learning and Mencius.
ADHERENTS: 
BRANCHES: There are no formal branches within Confucianism. Followers are free to profess other religions and yet still be Confucianists.

SYNOPSIS 

Confucianism is, and has been for over 25 centuries, the dominant philosophical system in China and the guiding light in almost every aspect of Chinese life. Confucius and his followers traveled throughout the many feudal states of the Chinese Empire, persuading rulers to adopt his social reforms. They did not offer a point-by-point program, but stressed instead the "Way," or "One Thread," Jen (also translated as "humanity or love"), that runs through all Confucius' teachings. They urged individuals to strive for perfect virtue, righteousness (called Yi) and improvement of character. They taught the importance of harmony in the family, order in the state and peace in the Empire, which they saw as inherently interdependent. Teachings emphasize a code of conduct, self-cultivation and propriety -- and thus the attainment of social and national order. Stress is more on human duty and the ideal of the "superior man" than on a divine or supramundane Reality. Still, Confucius fasted, worshiped the ancestors, attended sacrifices and sought to live in harmony with Heaven. Confucianism is now enjoying a renaissance in China. 

Shintoism

FOUNDED: 
FOUNDER: Each of the thirteen ancient sects has its own founder.

MAJOR SCRIPTURES: Kojiki (Record of Ancient Things), Nihongi (Chronicles of Japan), a later work, Yengishiki (Institutes of the period of Yengi), and the Collection of Ten Thousand Leaves are the primary works, but they are not regarded as revealed scripture.

ADHERENTS:
SYNOPSIS 

There are two main divisions. One is the thirteen ancient sects, all very similar. The second is known as State Shinto, and is a later synthesis finding its highest expression in the worship of the Emperor and loyalty to the State and family. Shinto (from the Chinese characters Shen and Tao, signifying the "Way of the Spirits") is called Kami-no-michi in vernacular Japanese. Kami are the innumerable Gods or nature spirits. Shinto shrines are many, over 100,000 in Japan. In the shrines no images are worshiped, rather it is considered that the Kami themselves are there. Fresh foods, water, incense, etc., are offered daily upon the altar. There is an inward belief in the sacredness of the whole of the universe, that man can be in tune with this sacredness. Stress is placed on truthfulness and purification through which man may remove the "dust" which conceals his inherently divine nature and thus receive the guidance and blessings of Kami. The Shintoist's ardent love of the motherland has found unique expression in the loyalty and devotion of the Japanese people to their state institutions.

Judaism

FOUNDED: 
FOUNDERS: 

MAJOR SCRIPTURE: 

ADHERENTS: About _____ million worldwide, over half in the United States.

BRANCHES: Jews are divided into Orthodox, Conservative and Reform branches, with other regional and ethnic divisions.
SYNOPSIS 

The religion of the Jews is inseparable from their history as a people. Much of the Torah traces the ancestry of Abraham through Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and finally to Moses, the foremost of God's prophets in Hebrew history. It was Moses who conveyed to Judaism the Ten Commandments given by God and established the religious laws and traditions.

The Torah (literally, "Doctrine," "Teaching," "Law") consists primarily of the written Torah, i.e. the Hebrew Bible, or the Old Testament; and secondarily of oral Torah, ultimately codified as Talmud (literally, "instruction"), in two redactions, Jerusalem Talmud and the more authoritative Babylonian Talmud. In the narrower sense, Torah denotes only the Pentateuch, i.e., the first five books of the Old Testament. 
By far the most profound characteristic of Judaism is its strict monotheism. The Jews hold an unshakable belief in one God and one God only, known as Yahweh, "whose name cannot be taken in vain," and from whom all creation flows. The Jewish people consider themselves a chosen people, apart from all the other peoples of the Earth, by virtue of their covenant with Yahweh.

Much stress is placed on the hallowing of daily existence, worship in the synagogue, prayer and reading of the scriptures. Few religions can boast of such a close-knit family tradition as Judaism, making the home a great strength to the religion and a constant refuge to the faithful. Each day, morning and evening, every devout Jew affirms his faith by repeating Moses' prayer: "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One."

THEME 3: GEOPOLITICS
1. North Atlantic Treaty Organization:

2. Organization of American States:

3. African Union:

4. Association of Southeast Asian Nations:

5. European Union:

6. United Nations:

Federal Government


VS


Unitary Government

THEME 4: DEVELOPMENT
1. Gross Domestic Product (GDP):

2. Gross National Income (GNI):

3. Gross National Income Per Capita (GNI per capita):

4. Purchasing Power Parity (PPP):

5. Economic Growth Rate:

6. Life Expectancy:

7. Child Mortality:

8. Adult Illiteracy Rate:

















































































CHRISTIANITY
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Eastern Orthodox





Protestant
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